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What is a CRIS?

Current Research Information System
• (a.k.a. RIMS = Research Information Management System)
• current —> of current interest
… to store, manage and exchange
contextual metadata for research activities
funded by research funder 
or conducted at a research performing organization
(Wikipedia entry " Current research information system " ver. 2022 - 10- 03T03:30Z )

Functions:
• Visibility — showcasing, making research findable
• Planning & reporting

• External – funding agency, national/regional CRIS
• Internal – institutional research landscape, evidence - based decision making
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https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Current_research_information_system&oldid=1113752536


DRIS: The Directory of Research Information Systems 5

Created and operated by euroCRIS

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris
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https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris
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https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris
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CRIS Landscape: Germany: HISinOne - RES 9

Example of 
a particular 
CRIS solution 
User Group

https://www.uni-muenster.de/CRIS.NRW/community/2022-resco.html

https://www.uni-muenster.de/CRIS.NRW/community/2022-resco.html
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CRIS Landscape: Spain 11



International vs Country - specific 

Intl Proprietary
•Pure
•Converis
•Esploro
•Symplectic Elements
•Vidatum (Ireland )

Intl Open- Source
•DSpace - CRIS
•VIVO

Count ry- s p e c ific
•IRINS (Ind ia )
•IRIS (It a ly)
•Ave s is (Turke y)
•Om e ga- PSIR (Poland )
•HISinOne - RES (Ge rm any)
•Cam p us OnLine (Aus t ria )
•METIS (Ne t he rland s )
•OBD (Czechia )



FAQ: Which CRIS product should we acquire and implement?

Criteria:
1. Support of research management processes
2. Reporting requirements in your country
3. Range of integrations (ORCID, WoS, Scopus, …)
4. Compatibility with your institution
5. Reputation of the vendor
6. User base and community
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CRISs are socio-technical infrastructures



Joint euroCRIS/EARMA webinar on 2021-02-11: 
RIM v RMA: Mutual areas of interest between Research Information Management 
(RIM) and Research Management and Administration (RMA) professionals
Session introduction by Pablo de Castro, euroCRIS
Presentations :
Sadia Vancauwenbergh (euroCRIS President)
Research Information Management
Sim on  Ke rrid ge  (EARMA)
Research Management and Administration
Lind s ay Ram age  (Ed inb urgh  Nap ie r Un ive rs it y)
The view from an institution
J on  Hackne y (Workt rib e )
The vendor's perspective
40 - 60 - min round table le d  b y s e s s ion  cha ir wit h  a ll 
p re s e n t e rs  p lus  Erika  Lilja  (Un ive rs it y of Turku , Fin land )

Se s s ion  s lid e s Re cord ing

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/events/events01842
https://youtu.be/lFmecBP8MLU


The Challenges Ahead

for Research
&

for Research Management and Administration 
&

for Research Information Management
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Landscape near Paracas, Peru. Photo CC BY 4.0 Jan Dvořák.



All Kinds of Documents

Many research - related documents 
beyond the scientific publications:
• Policies
• Memoranda
• Agreements
• Minutes
• Invoices

Stored in the CRIS or in specialized systems
- > CRISs have the metadata & pointers



Internal Information Protection

• Geopolitical situation dramatically different
• Global research workforce
• Working from home
• Use of electronic signatures / electronic seals (eIDAS)

for process automation
• “Bring your own Device”
• Cloud solutions

- > Ensure sensitive data, information and knowledge 
is protected by as many measures as possible & practical
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Artificial Intelligence in Research

• As subject of research
• As infrastructure for research
• As actor in research
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Artificial Intelligence in Research

• As subject of research
• AI development and testing
• Making AI useful in the human world (incl. research)
• The use of AI in the society (incl. research)

• As infrastructure for research
• As actor in research
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Artificial Intelligence in Research

• As subject of research
• As infrastructure for research

• Literature search & summarization
• Automated labs
• Large data analysis
• Writing aid

• Scientific publications
• Project proposals & reports
• Reviews

• Reading aid
• Scientific publications (by publishers, editors & reviewers)
• Project proposals & reports (by funders & reviewers)

• Assist in support roles
• Research Assistants, Librarians, Data Stewards, Research Software Engineers, …
• Research Managers
• Research Administrators

• As actor in research
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Audience interaction



Audience interaction



Artificial Intelligence in Research

• As subject of research
• As infrastructure for research
• As actor in research

• Analyse datasets
• Design experiments
• Formulate hypotheses
• … 

23



Artificial Intelligence in Research

• Future Impacts Largely Unknown
• Potential for Internal Research Information Disclosure
• Experimental

→ Stress the Internal Information Non - Disclosure
t o  re s e a rche rs  and  s up p ort  s t a ff

→ Insist on Documenting the Use of AI
in  a ll re s e a rch - re la t e d  p roce s s e s
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Summary

CRIS Landscape :
• International & in - country CRIS solutions
• Not all CRISs have a public portal

AI at the doorstep :
• Great opportunities
• New challenges

for information protection
• Document what you do
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THANK YOU
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