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Data Aggregation to build a National CRIS



DIALNET

 Purpose: To complement International Systems

Social Sciences

Humanities

Law



DIALNET

 World’s largest Spanish Research Database



DIALNET METRICS

 Dialnet Metrics. Bibliometric System:

● Article level metrics
● Journal level metrics
● Researcher level metrics
● Organization & subject areas aggregated 
metrics

> 21M bibliographic references



DIALNET

 Mission: To hold all research production in Spain
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Beginning of 2019
Initial design 

2020
4 Universities

2021
10 Universities

2022
20 Universities

2023
28 Universities
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What makes up a National 
Aggregator

National Portal

EU 
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Commitment

● Spanish Libraries Consortium (REBIUN) 
support

● Taking advantage of work already done 
(Dialnet contents and solid collaboration 
model)

● Bottom-up approach (starting with 
individual components and building up to a 
larger system).



Out-of-the-box operative

 Conceptual clarity with no hidden interests

 There was an urgent need right then

 Instant gratification / agile design



Good methodology
Dissemination / infrastructure

 Taking the lead (proactive attitude) from the 
beginning (lesson learned; Mediterranean 
countries attempt and CRISCROS group)

Technology

 Thanks to straightforward specifications

 In-house development, tailor-made

 Centralized System (implicit benefits) and 
multi-tenancy (multiple independent 
instances operating in a shared environmnt)



Flexibility

 To make things simple at the beginning

 To advocate for EU guidelines to data providers

 Not leaving anybody behind, not high standards 
to comply at first

 3 Phases

● Aggregation of as many CRISs as possible

● Automatic deduplication and data curation 
by librarians

● Europe compliant



Individual Aggregation

Participating 
or confirmed 
participation

Test-staging



Another RIS Aggregations



Regional Aggregation



National Aggregation



Deduplication

● Backbone: Holding the entire authorities 
directory in Spain with a multi-identifier 
system

● Given a sufficient volume of CRISs then 
deduplication processes become more efficient

● “It takes a village to raise a child, but if the 
village turns into a country (around 1.2M 
librarians) curating data, then the work is 
much easier”



On schedule

● Becoming OpenAIRE CRIS for Managers compliant.

● To keep aggregating CRIS systems to the National 
Spanish Portal.

● To continue adding data from Lationamerican 
repositories and to start recollecting CRIS systems in 
those countries to eventually build national Portals 
like in Spain.

● To generate multipurpose reports for the different 
actors that interact with the portal: researchers, 
evaluators, funders, general public, etc.

● Data Repository implementation as a new member of 
Datacite



DIALNET CRIS

 Thanks for your attention.


