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European Network for 
Research Evaluation in the Social Sciences and Humanities

 More than 125 participants from 37 
countries

 Aims:

 A better understanding of how the SSH 
generate knowledge and contribute to 
society

 Develop appropriate research evaluation 
methods for the SSH



Four workgroups

1. Conceptual frameworks for SSH evaluation

2. Societal impact and relevance of the SSH research

3. Databases and uses of data for understanding SSH 
research

4. Dissemination



Example of outcome
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Implementation of the «Norwegian model» 

The model has three components:

A. A complete representation in a national 
database of structured, verifiable and 
validated bibliographical records of the 
peer-reviewed scholarly literature in all 
areas of research;

B. A publication indicator with a system of 
weights that makes field-specific publishing 
traditions comparable across fields in the 
measurement of “Publication points” at the 
level of institutions;

C. A performance-based funding model 
which reallocates a small proportion of the 
annual direct institutional funding according 
the institutions’ shares in the total of 
Publication points.
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Components of the «Norwegian model» 

The model has three components:

A. A complete representation in a national 
database of structured, verifiable and 
validated bibliographical records of the 
peer-reviewed scholarly literature in all 
areas of research;

B. A publication indicator with a system of 
weights that makes field-specific publishing 
traditions comparable across fields in the 
measurement of “Publication points” at the 
level of institutions;

C. A performance-based funding model 
which reallocates a small proportion of the 
annual direct institutional funding according 
the institutions’ shares in the total of 
Publication points.
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Principles behind the use of 
institutional data in a shared
national Current Research 
Information System

• Completeness: All scholarly 
publications and other results from 
research are included

• Transparency: Every institution can 
see and check all other institutions’ 
data. The national database is also 
online and open to society at large.

• Multiple use of the data: CV’s, 
applications, evaluations, annual 
reports, internal administration, 
bibliography for Open Archives, links 
to full text, etc.

National database – Norway’s solution
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National database – Finland’s solution

 The universities have 
different systems

 Annually, data from 
the local systems are 
exported to, and 
integrated in, a 
national database 
owned by the 
Government (the 
VIRTA solution)



National database – Sweden’s solution

 The universities have 
different systems

 SwePub harvests 
data from local 
publication databases



Nordic List: Nordic collaboration on online dynamic registers 
of scholarly publication channels



Example of journal register: LIS in Norway



Collaborations also with
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VIRTA: Intregating information about research 
publications from Finnish organizations



Principles for a European solution

 VIRTA Publication Information Service compiles real time 
information on publications at the national level

 VIRTA can provide a convenient and cost-efficient way of 
developing a European publication information database

 The concept and the technical solution are expandable to 
compilation of data from countries and organizations across 
Europe

 Requires common European standardizations and definitions for 
data content – as already provided by CERIF 
(www.eurocris.org)



Principles for a European solution

 Any European country or single organization can provide its 
data 

 Data transfer from national or local CRISes in a standardized 
format – annually or more frequently

 All data freely available in a public portal and for services



Objectives of a European Research Information Service

 Completeness: All scholarly publications and other research 
outcomes are included

 Coverage: Any European country or institution can join

 Quality: Revision process and shared standards and definitions 
to improve commensurability and uniformity

 Transparency: Every institution can see, check and compare 
all other institutions’ data 

 Usability: CV’s, applications, evaluations, administration, 
policy, research, information retrieval 

 Availability & Open Access: Online infrastructure for research 
literature, metadata with links to full texts, OpenAIRE
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The new opportunities

 Current research information systems (CRIS) are 
increasingly being used to standardize and ease 
documentation, communication and administration of 
research. 

 With broad coverage and sufficient completeness, data 
quality and standardization, CRIS systems can also be 
used as data sources for studies of research. 

 Making CRIS interoperable and comparable across 
institutions and countries is necessary for the further 
development of CRIS for research purpose. 
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 Most of the remaining challenges are not related technical 
solutions, but to an efficient production, sharing and use of 
contents.

 The main challenge is creating comparable contents
on the basis of shared definitions, classifications and 
authority records. 

 CERIF is only part of the solutions to this challenge.

 The same is true for e.g. CASRAI, CrossRef, DataCite and 
ORCID.

 OpenAIRE needs data that are already created and 
harvestable with comparable contents. OpenAIRE
thereby efficiently demonstrates the main challenges 
without being able to solve them.



Thank you for your attention!


