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Funding organization uses the 
regional CRIS as source for reporting 
research: the case of FWO and FRIS



What is FRIS?



Researchportal.be



FRIS connecting research

• Collection of publicly funded research performed in Flanders

• FRIS: Current research information system (CRIS)

• Connected with institutional CRIS systems (automated flow) | If not: 

manual input also possible

• Exchange format: CERIF 1.5 + fris-extensions (technical details in the 

FRIS Integration guide) 

• Information available through portal (Researchportal.be) and open 

API’s

*CERIF=Common European Research Information Format (https://eurocris.org/services)
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FRIS Objectives

• Accelerate
the chain 
from idea to 
innovation by
ensuring a 
better
information 
flow 
between
research 
institutes and
innovative
organisations

• Simplifying
administration
through
webservices

• Obtaining
information 
directly from
systems 

• Requesting
information just
once, sharing
and reusing it to 
get the most out 
of it

• To make the 
government, 
corporate and
research 
innovation
strategy more 
effective and
efficient

• To make 
research 
information 
publicly
available so that
everyone can
use it freely



FRIS-principles

•Data ownership by the research institutes

•Contract with the research institutes,  not the individual researcher

•No data manipulation, we do say yes to enrichment with info of 
referential providers e.g. Research funders, Unpaywall, ROR…

•Working in silo’s (because of ownership)

• Linking of information through system of aliasing by PID’s

•Future: golden record-visualization  



Research Foundation -
Flanders
Reporting on projects



The Research Foundation – Flanders (FWO) stimulates and 
financially supports: 
• fundamental scientific research
• strategic basic research
• clinical scientific research
• the purchase of large-scale and medium-scale research 

infrastructure
• the management of large computing capacity in Flanders



The research process
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Information gathering in CRIS and FRIS
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Pilot: using FRIS to prefill
FWO reports
Pilot 2024



Pilot: set up 

• Start with “peer-reviewed publications”: 
• Journal Article
• Journal Article Conference Contribution
• Letter
• Research note
• Review article
• Letter to editor

• Involve stakeholders to agree on definitions, semantics, 
delineation of the concept

• Technical developments for FRIS and FWO



Pilot: in close collaboration

• Key for success = collaboration

• Collaboration from impacted Research Performing
Organisations (RPO’s)

• Close collaboration with FWO

• Guided by ECOOM

With special thanks to Evy Neyens (ECOOM Hasselt) and Jan Mertens 
(FWO)



Building golden records: step 1: projects
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Building golden records: step 2: publications
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Retrieval from FRIS by FWO
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FWO reporting tool – prefilled



Detailed overview in the FWO-reporting tool



Benefits/lessons learned
•Benefits for different stakeholders like researchers, RPO’s, 
funder, FRIS: 

• Less administrative burden (enter once in institution repository and use as 
often as possible)

• Better quality as info is used for reporting
• More uniformity in data across institutions

• Lessons learned:
• Less flexibility in terms of:

• Time (need to calculate time for the information flow from institute
to FRIS to FWO) 

• Not be able to adjust info freely as a free text (correcting
information needs to be done at the source) 

• Not yet a reflex to link research output with projects, and therefore
seems to be more time consuming

• further finetuning



• Peer-reviewed publications: operational for a set of 
projects

• Future: extend to other objects like:
• Non peer-reviewed publications
• Dissertations
• Patents
• Datasets

• Same method:
• Consultation of the stakeholders
• Semantics
• Developments

Future steps



Question to the public

•Is there an easier way to link research output to 
projects? Suggestions? 



Questions? 
Contact:
• Ils.debal@vlaanderen.be

FRIS programme manager

• pascale.dengis@vlaanderen.be
• fris@vlaanderen.be

>> www.researchportal.be


