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Robby Pauwels – Information Manager

• Teamleader of Pure team (2 admins, 2 analysts)

• Develop, maintain, evaluate, adapt and direct the information management, digital 
information provision and ICT facilitation of the institution and/or department, 
appropriate to the information needs of the institution and/or department and 
technological developments, in order to achieve an effective and efficient provision of 
information.

Ana Marabuto Neves – Pure Data Analyst / Documentation specialist

• Maintains the accuracy and completeness of research data

• Generates reports and insights to support institutional strategy and compliance.

• Creates documentation for system use.

INTRODUCTION
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Current Research Information System=

Database to store and manage data about research conducted at an institution.

INTRODUCTION
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There are several Belgian (research) institutions 
that either:

• Use Pure

• Use Pure multitenant via WEWIS (Flemish 
government – Department of Work, Economy, 
Science, Innovation & Social Economy)

• Have another CRIS solution

Each Flemish University sends its information to 
FRIS-platform.

FRIS = Flanders Research Information Space

More information about FRIS and the Flemish 
Government at: https://researchportal.be/nl

CURRENT RESEARCH INFORMATION SYSTEM

https://researchportal.be/nl
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(Research) institutions using PURE:

• VUB: Free University of Brussels

• INBO: Institute for Nature and Forest Research

• ILVO: Institute of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Research

• ITG: Institute of Tropical Medicine Antwerp

• SCKEN: Belgian Nuclear Research Centre

• (UNamur: University of Namur (Wallonia)) 

CURRENT RESEARCH INFORMATION SYSTEM
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(Research) institutions using PURE through WEWIS (WEWIS multitenant)

CURRENT RESEARCH INFORMATION SYSTEM

• Botanical garden

• Royal Museum of Fine 
arts Antwerp
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Use Pure (eg VUB) WEWIS multitenant (eg Plantentuin 
Meise)

Greater number of researchers Fewer researchers

Greater amount of research output Fewer research outputs

Decentralized entry of publications possible 
(by researchers themselves)

Central input of research output

More flexibility to configure Pure Existing configuration must be maintained as 
there are other users of the same system

Maintenance and follow-up of Pure is at 
institution itself

Support through WEWIS (and PUC) 
maintenance at WEWIS

Current Research Information System
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(Research) institutions using PURE through WEWIS (WEWIS multitenant)
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(Research) institutions in Flanders that have other solution:

CURRENT RESEARCH INFORMATION SYSTEM
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Research data in Pure:

• Publications

• Projects & funding (=awards)

• Activities 

• Equipment/ Infrastructure

• Datasets

• …

CURRENT RESEARCH INFORMATION SYSTEM

Master data in Pure:

• Internal & external organizations

• Internal & external persons

• Journals & Publishers

• …
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PUC-BE

Start: 2012

Chair: VUB 

• since 2016

2x per year

Elsevier User group

• new platform 

• since 2024
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ADDING INFORMATION
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ADDING INFORMATION



Current Research Information System
22-5-2025 | 13

SENDING TO FRIS

PURE FRIS

Entry in 
progress

For validation Validated

Validation workflow to FRIS:
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The information must be complete to be validated (! Mandatory 
Fields). 

The person doing the input and the person validating are not the same, 
so a workflow can be set up in which the rights of those two people are 
different.

More quality control (e.g. Research Output, Dataset, Project)

All validated published papers and projects with a publication date 
after 2008 go to FRIS.

SENDING TO FRIS
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CLASSIFICATIONS

FRIS MODULE



Titel van de presentatie

05/22/2025 | 16

MAPPING WITH PURE

FRIS MODULE
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FIN-CODES
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INTRODUCTION

• The list of funding codes (FIN) 

• Created in the early 1990s 

• for use in the context of the delivery of research information from Flemish universities 
to the Flemish government. 

• The universities also integrated the list into their internal databases. 

• Since the first deliveries, the list has been regularly updated and further refined.

• Today, the management of the list is coordinated by the Expertise Center for 
Research and Development Monitoring (ECOOM).

• In a consultation group with the EWI department and the FRIS suppliers, ECOOM 
makes agreements about adjustments to the list of funding programs and their proper 
use.

FIN-CODES
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INPUT

• On object “Award”

• By multiple secretariats & admins + PUC-BE

• Errors in use

• Example 1: use FRIS relevant FIN-code on Moneystream 1

• Example 2: FIN-code deprecated in 2017, on award of 2018

FIN-CODES
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FIN-CODES

FRIS MODULE
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PUC-BE EXCEL

FIN-CODES
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FLEMISH DISCIPLINE
CODES
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• (…)

• 06/03/04 Theology and religious studies 

• 06/03/04/01 History of religions, churches and theology 

• 06/03/04/02 Theories of religions 06/03/04/03 Study of Christianity 

• 06/03/04/04 Study of Islam and quranic studies

• (…)

The discipline codes should be in PURE and sent to FRIS

Codes are reviewed every 5 years

FLEMISH DISCIPLINE CODES
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Mandatory for:

• Projects

• Organizations (if Research Group)

• Persons

FLEMISH DISCIPLINE CODES
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CONVERSION TO NEW CLASSIFICATION

Option 1: Complete conversion to a new list + retroactively adjust codes that drop/change due to mappings

• Best option with many structural changes

• Time intensive

Option 2: Start and end dates for disciplines.

• Compiled list (old list only backhand).

• Filter only on new codes

• Old codes are on the sheets with maturities

• Complex

• FRIS (Flemish gov) can only hold compiled list temporarily (max. 1-1.5 years)

FLEMISH DISCIPLINE CODES
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CONVERSION TO NEW CLASSIFICATION

PUC-BE winner: 

Option 1: Complete conversion to a new list + 
retroactively adjust codes that drop/change due to 
mappings

FLEMISH DISCIPLINE CODES
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IMPACT ANALYSIS

• 1-to-N overview 

FLEMISH DISCIPLINE CODES
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IMPACT ANALYSIS

• 1-to-N changes

• Collab with UHasselt

• Delivery to FRIS

• (Flemish gov)

• Object types

• Persons 

• Organisations

• Projects 

FLEMISH DISCIPLINE CODES
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IMPACT ANALYSIS

3 types of 1-to-N changes

Type 1) Splits where content choice is required

• 0504 Sociology and anthropology 

→ 0509 Sociology OR 0510 Anthropology 

• 010107 Statistics & numerical methods 

→ 010108 Statistics OR 010109 Numerical methods

VODS-CODES
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IMPACT ANALYSIS

3 types of 1-to-N changes

Type 2) New subject codes

01010703 Statistiek 

→ 12 new codes (statistical theory, statistical data science, 
etc.) AND Statistics not elsewhere classified (01010899)

VODS-CODES
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IMPACT ANALYSIS

3 types of 1-to-N changes

Type 3) Other and 

not elsewhere classified

• XXXX99 Other …

• XXXXXX99 Not elsewhere classified

• XXXX9999 Other … not elsewhere classified

• 20 disciplinecodes

VODS-CODES
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Contact Robby Pauwels

robby.pauwels@vub.be

Teamleader CRIS PURE-team

Research Information & Data Management

Pleinlaan 2, 1050 Brussels

Vrije Universiteit Brussels

 

QUESTIONS?
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