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Overview

• Anet, Brocade and Institutional Repository university of 
Antwerp

• CRIS, repositories and library systems

• Organisational challenges

• Technical challenges
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Anet

• Library automation team University of Antwerp

• Network of 28 scientific libraries using Brocade

• Universities

• University colleges

• Museums

• Archival institutions

• Documentation centres
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Brocade

• Since 1998

• A fully integrated web-based Library Information 
Management System

• Developed by the University of Antwerp
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Brocade

• A suite of applications tailored to the needs of libraries, 
documentation centres and archival institutions

• Easily to extend with features that support needs and 
services that go beyond the standard services of a library 
management software (IR’s and CRIS)

• Cataloguing
• Authority Control and Thesaurus management
• Circulation and patron management
• Acquisition and subscription control
• Electronic Resource Management (ERM)
• Public catalogue
• Institutional repository
• MyLibrary
• Digital platform
• Archival descriptions
• Helpdesk and Infodesk
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From academic bibliography to institutional 
repository/CRIS

1991-2008

• As of 1991 responsibility of university library

• VUBIS software – limited functionality

• Published as book until 1999

• Published as html since 1995

• Limited set of metadata

Year, title, author (authority record), language, journal, 
collation, generic publication types

No bibliographic numbers, no affiliations, …



Sample VUBIS record
ÍÍ Academic bibliography ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ description [ 19703 ] ÍÍ 
1 .year: 1998 
2 .type: A 
3 .language: E 
4 .title: Arylene alkenylenes as chemiresistors in an electronic
nose alf.positie: 1 
5 .author: authority: 16878.1[Vanneste, E.] functie: 
6 .author: authority: 8098.1[Wit, de, M.] functie: 
7 .author: authority: 16886.1[Eyckmans, K.] functie: 
8 .author: authority: 412.2[Geise, H.J.] functie: 
9 .Corporatie: 
10 .In: in-title: Seminars in food analysis in-collat.: vol/jaar: 3(1998) in-pag.: 
107-113 
11 .Annota: 
12 .location mark: 



From academic bibliography to institutional 
repository/CRIS

2008
• Conversion VUBIS records to Brocade
• Enrichment metadata
• Improvement of HTML pages
• Advanced reporting and export tools
• Synchronisation with Dspace repository

2012
• Automated refinement of classification types
• Helpdesk workflow
2013
• Dspace repository replaced by Brocade repository
• Automated import Web of Science publications



From academic bibliography to institutional 
repository/CRIS

2014

• Open Access policy

• Integrating Bibliometric data (BOF weights, Impact Factors, Citations)

• API Web of Science to retrieve citations, doi, …

2016

• OpenAire compliancy ~ project data

• Precise allocation research groups to publications

2017

• Search Engine Optimization 

• CERIF compliancy

2018

• ORCID



Institutional repository : facts & figures

• 130,000 publications

• 6500 researchers

• 17,000  projects

• 400 organisations
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Institutional repository : facts & figures

11



Organisational challenges

• Legal framework

• In support of stakeholders

• Capture once, reuse often : in collaboration with other 
departments

Researcher profiles imported from HR database

Projects imported from research database

Affiliations imported from research database

Linked by identifiers

Updated daily or weekly
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Legal framework
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• Rules and regulations

• Commission Academic Bibliography

• Advisory role towards Research Council

• Maintenance is responsibility of university library

• In narrow collaboration with research department

• Metadata registration and quality control

• Technical maintenance: keep up to date with repository 
technology, standards and protocols

• Monitoring open access policy



Policy instrument

• Fully integrated with e-cv
• Used for promotions, evaluations and internal funding

• Source for external reports
• Important for governmental funding

• VABB (www.ecoom.be/vabb) 

• FRIS Research Portal (https://researchportal.be/nl) 

• Annual reports

• Export
• FWO-MODS, VABB-MODS

• ORCID

• Reference management tools (RIS and COINS)

• OAI-PMH (OpenAire, Base, …)

• CERIF-XML
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In support of researcher
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• Visibility (individual page with publications)

• Integrated with personal webpage

• Integrated with e-cv
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In support of research groups

17

• Daily xml import of university organigram

• Staff and affiliation id’s used for linking groups and 
publications

• Translated to browse interface for repository

• Alphabetically

• Hierarchical

• Overview and counting of publications
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Technical challenges

• Search Engine Optimisation

• CERIF export

• For Human Resource department

• For Flemish Research department
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• Added in Brocade in 
2017 

• Driven by meta-
information

• IR module extended 
with CRIS entities

• Cerif export profiles

• Cerif export generators

• Cerif translation tables

Cerif export
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rudi.baccarne@uantwerpen.be


