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Research Information Hub



Some basic facts about research information hub
• Financed by Ministry Education and Culture

• Implementation by CSC – IT Center for Science Ltd

• CSC is a non-profit state enterprise with special tasks. Owned by the 
Finnish state (70% shareholding) and higher education institutions (30% 
shareholding).

• The Research.fi service, launched in 2020, is the most visible part of 
the Research Information Hub

• Research information hub is fed by data from organisations own 
systems (higher education institutions, public research institutions, 
funders, external systems) 
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A short history



The setup in 2010s
• The Finnish funding model for universities is highly indicator based. 

Performance in research was measured among other things by 
publications

 Requirement for data on publications

• Good experiences with a data hub that takes data from higher 
education institutions study registers (study credits etc)

• Use as indicators in funding model

• Use as a tool in student selection

• Use as a service to transfer data on students (for example to verify a 
student aid, student discount in collective traffic, etc)
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Towards research information hub
• Starting from 2015 publication data collection was changed to enable 

data transfers straight from the research organisations CRIS-
systems

• After that different data elements were added (funding decisions and 
funding calls, research data, research infrastuctures, activities and 
other researcher merit data)

• At the same time service elements, data linkages and enrichments 
have been added
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Act on the Finnish Research Information Hub
• The Research In The Act on the Finnish Research Information Hub 

came into force in the beginning of 2022

• For information providers, the Act is enabling, not binding

• The Act gives a legal basis for:

• Integration of new source systems with light process

• Data enrichment from external sources

• Reuse of public information on outputs to research actors (= research 
performing, funding or supporting organizations through APIs)

• Transfer of information on affiliated researchers from research organizations 
to the Research Information Hub
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Lessons learned and 
future plans



Lessons learned
• The ministry is probably only actor that has possibility to build a national 

system

• It helps at the start if there is some concrete use case (in the case of Finland 
the needs for funding model)

• The principle of building the research information hub on top of 
institutions own CRIS systems makes developing slower

• Though there might be some advantages from a reputational perspective if 
research information hub is not seen as a data collection tool the ministry

• National system has cost benefits
• There is a problem of making them visible as advantages spread to 

numerous organizations

• The culture of collaboration and networks that facilitate cooperation are 
themselves a big advantage
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Future plans

• The research information hub is not ready but it is already part of 
the Finnish research infrastructure

• A need for “a killer app” to convince the researcher community of 
the benefits

• Integration to global ecosystem of research metadata services

• The research information hub can contribute to the creation and 
support of a research infrastructure independent of commercial 
operators
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