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Background of the concept

Objectives:

 Assess, increase and acknowledge researchs‘ contribution to societal impact

 Develop practicable ways for implementation

Context:

 Germany: No national assessment system - federal governed scientific
sector - University self-governance

 Funders need and want information related to societal impact
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Concept:

 Monitoring and support of societal impact engagement connected to 
project-lifecycle in funding processes



Monitoring tool and criteria set
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Monitoring tool

Use Case:
Fundingprocesses

But also interesting features for
Research Institutions and Evaluation Services

Criteria set

+ Indicators
+ Functions

Ex-post project
evaluation



Funding agency / 
Research Institution

Monitoring tool

 Support engagement for
societal impact

 Replace parts of
proposals and reports

Researchers 
document
during project
lifecycle

Import via APIs: 
publications & 
patents & funder-
database

Recording of data Use of data
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Project evaluation of potential 
impact

Knowledge transfer and science
communication

Project management, support and 
higher-level coordination

Programme / institutional
evaluation



Knowledge & Technology Transfer

5

Fokus of criteria set: What increase the likelyhood of impact

Responsible Research 
and Innovation

Productive Interactions

Transdisciplinary & 
Transformative Research 

Innovation System Research

Technology Assessment

Sustainability Assessment



Joint project

Projectpartner

Cooperationpartner / 
Subcontractors

Stakeholder groups W
or

kp
ac

ka
ge Publication

Event

Target for interaction and 
transfer

Cooperation / Participation
/ Exchange process

Object /material

Research data

Actors

Outcomes / Possible Use

Work, interaction, outputs

Reflection Expected Impact

Task

Research 
objective

External conditions

Gender reflection

Idea for the use of project results

Possible solution / change / innovation

Award

Spin-off

Patent

Work and cooperation after project end

Ethical reflection Possible negative 
Sideeffects

Application of a solution / change / 
innovation

Expected societal
impact

Contribution to 
funding objectives

Datamodel

…and some Entities more



SynSICRIS: What is added to DSpace-CRIS 7?

 Project centered data model

 ~ 30 additional entities

 Extended role-model for funding processes

 „Pinboards“ to build an overview as Impact Pathway and Workingplan – also 
part of the datamodel

 Versioning of whole projects + comparison function

 PDF-export for the whole project

 2-step-search

 Help-boxes and help-pages

 …
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Explore the Tool



Impact Pathway (live Demo)



Working in the Impact Pathway
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Workingplan



Versioning of whole projects (all items within and
related to to project)
give selective reading access to the funders or
institutional administration



Workingplan in comparison mode with the proposal version



Workingplan in comparison mode with the proposal version



APIs – import functions
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Making data usable in different ways
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Projects: switch from overview to detailed data
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Projects: switch from overview to detailed data
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Projects: List views, filters, diagrams
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Projects: PDF-Export
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Cross-project analyses: Search, filters & diagrams



Narrow down search environment



Define search

Export in CSV



Show diagrams



Our Impact Pathway?

Activities in the project:

 Participative development with funding agencies, researchers and expert

 Usability testing & Networking

Next Steps & Challenges:

 Dialouge with German funding agencies for organising a pilot-phase

 Building a community that use and contribute to maintenance the tool

 Become a part of this!
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Intended Impact:

 Better data without additional effort

 More innovation, transfer and sustainability



Interested in a test session or further exchange?

birge.wolf@uni-kassel.de
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Welcome to the discussion!


