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• Founded in 1974

• Students enrolled: 14,000 

• 10 schools / 213 professors

• 1,700 ppl employed

• 97.4 million € global budget

• 46.9 million € external funding

• Project started in April 2017 

• First prototype in Dec 2018 

• Live since May 2020  
Visit us on fis.uni-osnabrueck.de

• Focus on Third-Party funded
projects and professors (Person) 

• Promoting research for the
interested public

• Transpareny in research

• Increase visibility of UOS research

• Complying with federal reporting
obligations

Osnabrück University VIVO @ UOS 

fis.uni-osnabrueck.de


VIVO@UOS



• people

• Employees (261)

• Former Employees (124)

• Person (385)

• Professor (201)

• Scientific and artistic
staff (254)

• projects

• Externally funded
project (884)

• organizations

• Department (9)

• Field (31)

• Institute (63)

• Organization (72)

• publications

• Article (47)

• Book (7)

• ePaper (2)

• Journal Article (40)

• Monography (3)

• Publication (54)

• Review (1)

• …
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Motivation 

 Starting point: Guidelines for transparency in research

 Focus on: third party founded projects and project-related publications and project

results (e.g. article, research paper, data, etc.) 

 Reporting obligation to publish project information to public

 To comply these obligations static pdf-files were provided on our official website

 not clearly arranged, not linked, not easily reusable, …

 Now we are doing it with VIVO…

 You all know the positive effects of an CRIS-System

linked data, searchable, reusable, customizable …

 BUT: great effort to provide high quality data

 How detailed need the data to be at least to be used for reporting or similar

purposes → KDSF



Kerndatensatz Forschung
(„research core data set“)

The „Kerndatensatz Forschung“ („research core data set“) is a reporting

standard in the German scientific system. It describes the information that

universities, universities of applied sciences, non-university research institutions

and other research institutions should provide on their research activities. The 

KDSF contains definitions of this information. (The KDSF is a recommendation

and has no legally binding effect.)

WHAT IF: The specification is not specific enough? 



Kerndatensatz Forschung
(„research core data set“)

How can we integrate the KDSF into VIVO:

 Add one additional ontology:

 https://github.com/VIVO-DE/VIVO-KDSF-Integration 1

 Open Source and active German community

 Model/Adapt the data structure to ontology

 Karma data integration tool2 by University of Southern California (USC)

 „Easily“ model tabular data (i.e. spreadsheets) in a visual environment

 Supports Python scripts to transform data to the required structure

1 https://www.tib.eu/en/research-development/open-science
2 https://github.com/usc-isi-i2/Web-Karma/wiki

https://github.com/VIVO-DE/VIVO-KDSF-Integration
https://www.tib.eu/en/research-development/open-science


Researcher Profiles

Profile pictures of the 
professors/project managers from the 
Communication & Marketing 
Department with copyright information 
in the picture

Contact data also from Campus Mgmt.        
System  

Unique research focus query with the 
professors via learning/teaching 
platform (Stud.IP), for new/first-time 
professors via Communications and 
Marketing

Organizational affiliation from SAP HR data  

Currently no list of assigned publications 
or projects are shown (although technically possible), because no claim is 
made to completeness / topicality. (reporting obligation)

External profiles as link e.g.



Project profiles

Additional content: 
- project description, 
- abstract, 
- project results (URL/Text),
- projekt partner, 
- project publications (DOI).

Future content …
… link to research data,
… patent information.



Ensure project confidentiality

Confidential content could be: 
Project title,
Project sponsor, 
Project content, 
Project results…   

Make content anonymous or hide.



Project results and project-related publications

Making 
results
visible!



Embedding social media contect

Making 
content
vivid!



Public Research Events – Knowledge Forum



data workflow (by now)



data workflow (what we plan)



Future goals

We are currently working on:

• Filter options and faceted navigation (for project data)

• Reuse the VIVO data

• Create data feeds from our VIVO to provide content to other sites

(for university pages on department or faculty level)

• Data Distribution API for VIVO

• Add more data

 Add more publication data (in cooperation with our university library)

 Add more project data (so far only third party founded projects)

 Add phd project data… 

 bring our employees and researchers into VIVO

 without IDM not possible at this time



Live Demo


