
Interest Group meeting: expanding the euroCRIS 
Directory of Research Information Systems (DRIS)

Nov 26th, 2018

Pablo de Castro

University of Strathclyde Glasgow

euroCRIS Secretary

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6300-1033

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6300-1033


Interest Group meetings to replace TGs

• Task Group meetings temporarily discontinued (save for 
CERIF/Architecture) – for various reasons

• Testing one-off Interest Group meetings instead

• DRIS expansion a particularly suitable topic for a first IG meeting, 
but we’re happy to take your suggestions for future ones



The current euroCRIS DRIS

Some issues:

• Limited coverage (46 records)

• Out-of-date entries – no 
commitment or mechanism for 
data providers to keep it 
updated

• Very ambitious template for 
data collection

• No service layer on top of the 
directory

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/explore/dris


The current euroCRIS DRIS
All this said, there is evident value in providing this system info in a comprehensive and standardised way

https://dspacecris.eurocris.org/cris/dris/dris00977
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Main reasons for expansion

• The EOSC is coming and CRIS systems are a very relevant piece of 
research information infrastructure – but we need a comprehensive 
insight of what’s available

• Some services starting to arise – OpenAIRE compatibility for CRISs 
via the implementation of the CERIF-XML Guidelines for CRIS 
Managers the main one, but there are others

• A stronger sense of a community – plus a valuable source of info for 
both newcomers and policy-makers



A broad (and basic) snapshot for CRIS infrastructure



Some interesting figures

• Over 400 entries thus far

• Distribution by country:

IT – 71 

UK – 37

DE – 28 

ES, PL – 18 

NL – 9 

AT – 7 

DK – 6 



Some issues need previous discussion w/ the 
Research Information Management community  

• Increasingly blurred boundaries between CRIS and repositories (i.e. 
what systems would qualify for an entry in the DRIS?)

• Services to be offered on top of the directory

• Strategy for collecting comprehensive sets of entries

• Agreement with data providers (mainly institutions) to keep entries 
up to date

• Expanded metadata set for system description



Additional issues? 

• As suggested during the discussion –
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