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FRDN

36 network partner RPOs

o5 universities

o013 universities of applied science

o3 institutions for post-initial education
06 scientific research institutes

o4 strategic research centers

o5 other research centers
o+ Flemish funding agencies
o+ Department WEWIS

FRDN


https://www.vlaanderen.be/uw-overheid/werking-en-structuur-van-de-vlaamse-overheid/vlaamse-wetenschappelijke-instellingen
https://www.ewi-vlaanderen.be/nieuws/vier-strategische-onderzoekscentra-creeren-109-spin-offs

FRDN

Purpose (mission and vision)

oNetwork of 36 Flemish RPOs | QEVSE OF Fag o
who work together on Open : '
Science

o FRDN supports RPOs to
implement OS policy of the
Flemish government and to
connect with international
Initiatives

sUPPORT

oEmphasis has been on FRDN

FRDN



FRDN

Strategy based on three pillars

RESEARCHERS EMBRACE OPEN SCIENCE

A
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Iyl =,
FRDN



F R D N Study Technopolis: Open

Origi Data, RDM and the EOSC
rigin * |dentified infrastructure gaps & recommended
establishment of data stewards roles
2019 -« Idea of Flemish Open Science Board (FOSB)

9

VLIR white paper: RDM and
the Flemish Universities

Resources needed for both

2018 infrastructures and data stewards Coalition Agreement of the
9 Flemish Government 2019-2024
Commitment to promoting Open Science

°21 Feb 2020

Establishment of the Flemish Open
Science Board (FOSB) and Flemish Flemish RPOs begin
Research Data Network (FRDN) hiring data stewards

FRDN Knowledge Hub

« FOSB: rolling out an open science policy

kick-off
« FRDN: implementing and managing the governance 2020
2021 structure, enhance collaboration among institutions
9 * ~5M/y investment for Open Science 9 ®
| | - s
F R D N Slide copied from: Oset Garcia, P. (2024, september 17). Building a community of data stewards in Flanders - The FRDN Knowledge Hub's exp’é'r_i'ence wi__tﬁ-thé_‘

Community Canvas. Data Stewardship goes Germany 2024 (DSgG 2024), Aachen. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13¥ 7934 g / e


https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13773134

FOSB — FRDN — Knowledge Hub
All “FRDN”
But different levels of focus (policy-practice continuum)

FRDN



<+—> |n collaboration with

F R D N —— Is accountable (content) to
Researchers |  TTT7T > In accountable (process) to
Governance structure Y

A\ 4

RDM professionals

A

Implementation

Program committee
Knowledge Hub
|

\4

A\ 4 A\ 4

Project groups r==  Project groups

Coordination Hub

Working group Working group
Architecture RDM & OS polic

Flemish Open Science Board (FOSB)




<+<— |n collaboration with

F R D N —————— Is accountable (content) to
Researchers | 0 TTT= » Inaccountable (process) to
Governance structure 7'y

\ 4

RDM professionals

plementation

A

Program committee
Knowledge Hub
|

\4

\ 4 A\ 4

Project groups Project groups

\ 4
Coordination Hub

A

Working group .| Working group
Architecture RDM & OS policy

FRDN COORDINATION
by network coordination at FWO

\ 4

Flemish Open Science Board (FOSB)

\ 4

A

>
i
o)

o



<+<— |n collaboration with

F R D N —————— Is accountable (content) to
Researchers | 0 TTT= » Inaccountable (process) to
Governance structure 7'y

\ 4

RDM professionals

plementation

A

Program committee
Knowledge Hub
|

\ 4

ALINNNWNOD
dNH 39d3TMONM

OMd4 e Jabeuew Ayunwwod Aq

A\ 4 \ 4

Project groups

|
|
Project groups - |
|
|

A 4
Coordination Hub

A

A\ 4 \ 4

Working group .| Working group
Architecture RDM & OS policy

\ 4

Flemish Open Science Board (FOSB)

A

\ 4

policy



<+—> |n collaboration with

F R D N —— s accountable (content) to
————— » In accountable (process) to

Researchers

Governance structure

RDM professionals

Implementation

Program committee
Knowledge Hub

Project groups Project groups

Coordination Hub
Working group Working group
Architecture RDM & OS polic

FRDN COORDINATION
by network coordination at FWO

Flemish Open Science Board (FOSB)

Thanks Eline Deweirdt (slide)



Knowledge Hub

o A community for and by data
stewards and RDM professionals who
support researchers in Flanders

o Employed at (or associated with) one
of the 36 FRDN partners

0 165 people are added to the
Basecamp account (118)

FRDN



Basecamp

All-access

Knowledge Hub

LA L]

This is the main team/channel for the FRDN Knowledge Hub. It is all-access; everyone who

has been added to our Basecamp account has access to the message board, uploaded files,

etc.

e PPO@OOQOOODBPOOORVCDOOOOD 7

Message Board
Save the date: Next Community Day @FWO
(Brussels) on Thu 12/06 Live comme-
phD defence == closed/embargoed data e @::;;T_:ygm,
Hi all, Since i'm not familiar with phD's and what Ethical and
Security

Welcome to the Knowledge Hub! Start Here Aspects of
Welcome to the Basecamp platform of the FRDN Ao
Call for Data Steward volunteer speaker

Advice needed — As part of the FRDN network Li":ﬁ‘:;‘;"'
# KU Leuven RDR is CoreTrustSeal Certified §* @:";'i :i:t:“d

FRDN

Docs & Files

Live commu-
nity day
@KuL:
Gamification
of RDM
training

Webinar: How
to Basecamp

Live commu-
nity day
Zimec: look-
ing back &
ahead

Live commu-
nity day
EVUB: Al and
researchers’

Campfire

Thomas Van de Velde 4:22pm

Stefanie De Bodt 4:42pm
Let's spur the fire! Hi, | am Stefanie De Bodt, mem...

Elien Dewitte 4:14pm



165 KH members by type of institution

B Universities
m Universities of Applied Sciences (Hogescholen)
B Postinitial education (AMS, Vlerick, ITG)
20, 12% . . - . .
m Flemish Scientific Institutions (VWIs)
W Strategic Research Centers (SOCs)
85, 52%
m Other Research Centers
W External (non-FRDN partner)

B Government actors (WEWIS, VLAOI, incl. FWO)

W University Hospital




Why we exist

01 02 03 04 05

New peopleina Influx of people Different team Difficult to cater Rapidly evolving
rather new with different sizes for discipline- legal, policy, and
career backgrounds specific RDM infrastructure

and expertise support landscape

We need continued knowledge exchange & collaboratiqu

FRDN ;




What we do

S

We provide a We organise
forum educational
moments

We organise live network
opportunities—called
Community Days

®
s

We collaborate on
bottom-up
projects—called
Knowledge Forces



We provide a forum

« 261 original posts (excl. replies) sine
start (~1.2 every work week)

ADVICE NEEDED

Hi all,

Hi! This is actually my academic background, so I'll be happy to talk anyone's

recently a researcher asked me for some help with their European Al project, where they need . p ’ ; :
y P P Pro) y ears off about it! Please let me know if you would like more information, but

to provide an "incidental/unexpected findings policy". .

. . . . here are a few pointers:

(like you stumble on a genetic disorder when you were looking for something else, or you ;

produce unexpected/negeative results, such as gender/socioeconomic/racial discriminatory j ¢ Are the incidental/secondary findings about something curable? Most

biases people would rather not know that they would go on to develop
Huntington's, for instance.

Does anyone have any knowledge or experience about that, or some/an examples from your Have the findings been observed in a minor? What are the implications of

own institute? . .



Online lunch sessions on RDM topics

Webinar
000 o0 006 00060 L ]
Years of
4 3 Knowledge Hub
™ .
activities
NWD22 NWD23 NwWD25

Kick-off
Knowledge Hub

We ) rga N ise * 11 online lunch sessions

* Thematic workshops during Live Community Days

educational moments - cuestspeakerwebinars



We network

Knowledge Hub
@ e

mmunity Da)




We create (Knowledge Forces)

Status

More info

Final
DMP
checklist

Paula Oset Garcia
(UGent)

Checklist to self-
evaluate one’s DMP

Finished, but maybe to
be updated

Zenodo

DMP
Glossary

Tessa Gavina et al.
originally; Michiel De
Vydt (for the update)

Define RDM concepts
together

Finished but update by
Sept ’25 based on v2 of

the Flemish DMP temp.

op fwo.be

Reading
Club

Naeem Muhammad
(KU Leuven)

Collect and discuss
(practical) literature

Ongoing

to Zotero-group

Course
Material

Hanne Vlietinck
(UHasselt)

Facilitate more FAIR
sharing of own course
material

Finished, but add
courses!

Michiel De Vydt

Conceptually design an
educational game on
GDPR/personal data

Started 7/01/2025

Deadline: 01/01/2026



https://zenodo.org/records/10985170
https://www.fwo.be/media/4xghzl22/glossary-flemish-standard-data-management-plan.pdf
https://www.zotero.org/groups/5253827/kh_reading_club/library
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19RY7C4n0ii6nyQx3c7QXO8csfxDkiopvgrsr7X9v044/edit?gid=0#gid=0

Do I need a final DMP?

¥ou should check the funder requirements. For FWO, the final and updated
DMP must be submitted with the final report of the project and submitted

Cheat sheet: to FWO via the e-portal. The DMP will be checked by the evaluation panel
during the final evaluation of the project. The final report will be considered

submilting a5 incomplete in the absence of a detailed DMP. It is always £00d practice to
keep the DMP updated and to record your decisions in a final DMP.
a final DMP

What is different in the final DMP?

At this stage, your data management plan should lise all the research materials
used and produced during the project, and describe them comprehensively. It
should focus on clearly describing the preservation strategy and indicating where
data/materials and documentation are accessible, for whom are these accessible and
under which conditions.

The table listing research data or other research confidamial vs. non-confldantial, ez
material used and/or generated during the project
is updated and complete.

. heast cifferent rows
treatet  differenty E£g
tasets, different greserval

Q These cetaik shouls allow others to understand the data

¥ management approach adopted for each catase:/mates
example: I you Inclcaze any dataset as confidental

be made oper ave data. that s 1

ternally, you ose institutional is

For each research dataset or material, sufficient
details are provided.

Whenever existing/third-party data have been
reused, this Is clearly indicated. the data & published online Inccate the DOI or otner
persistent ientifler of the reused datasetll. In any otfer cases,
clarify how the data has been obtained and which type of

agreement is in place with the data prnicer
Ethical and legal issues

<

To ensure dariy &nd coerence across the DNP, aiways refer
(O A reference to ethical approval from the ethics ¢ back 1o the dataset name or number as listed in the data
commission is provided, when applicable sy e ahical andror legal

implicat as individual iters o in

Personal data

A reference to the GDPR register is provided
when applicable. P

terms of eg. securty

Datasets containing personal data are clearly e

identified, and a deseription of the processed
personal data is provided.

Val ation of research
Data or research materials that are subject to Q1 a pavent appiicauan has been submitted. ndicate the atent
confidentiality due to valorization potential are tpplication numbe
clearly indicated.

Third-party agreements

(O Data or research materials affected by third-party Q Comman research Stutans whee Uity agreements miy
agreements are clearly indicated. e srveys g

©) The third paty s named. and a reference to the e
‘agresment or agreement location is provided.

scations for data
. reskrictions to
processing, data

£ are possible agreement clauses with i
hose related to data cwne
ity. on-sit

© Restrictions governed by these third-party agreements are
briefly described and properly recorded in metadata and/
or documentation.

party data Gneluding software)

are compatibie with
ften be founc

" future plans for sharing or justify why they cannot
be shared,

Q1 @ aification

FRDN

Knowledge Hub

FRDN

Groepshibliotheken

W M KH reading club

=3 20231205 _LicensesForDataSharing

3 20240130_Biobanking

3 20240227_DMP

[ 20240326_0Offboarding_Checklist

7 20240430_Qualitative_Data

3 20240528_Data_Organization

[ 20240625_GDPR

3 20240730 _Research_Software_Management
-5 20240827_Data_Archiving

7 20240924 Data_Documentation_Metadata
=3 20241029 _Data_Publishing/Sharing

3 20241128_Data_De-identification

ﬁ 20241217 _Data_Storage_Best_Practices

3 20250225_RDM_and_Research_Reproducibility
3 20250325_Data_Stewardship

3 20250429 _Physical_Data_Management

7 20250527 _Al_for_RDM
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FRDN Taskforces & Project groups

WG Architecture

WG Metadata & Standardisation
WG RDM & OS

p

)l

Enriching Metadata

299 o0 o060 o000 >
Years of |
5 5 Open Science
® in Flanders
25 Feb 22 11 May 23 22 May 25
NWD22 NWD23 NWD25
21 Feb 20 25 Feb 21 8 June ‘22 audit/Eval
Kick-off FOSB Kick-off New policy plan

F R D N Knowledge Hub

approved by FOSB



Basic overview of PG’s goals

oTF DMP & PG DMP Eval
o Minimally uniform DMP template + internal procedure to make changes

oTF Metrics
o KPI for Openness & FAIRness of data (On hold)

oPG Research Assessment
o Culture shift (reward more than peer-reviewed publications)

oTF Matchmaking & PG Matchmaking

o Finding tools, experts
oPG Enriching Metadata

FRDN



PG Enriching Metadata

How do we improve the flow of dataset metadata®?

oWhy? RPOs are required to submit descriptive info to FRIS

o Using FOSB Application profile for datasets (uniform metadata model)
Flanders Research Information Space (www.researchportal.be)

oKey deliverable 1
o Visualise the current flow of research dataset metadata using BPM

o Produce a list of recommendations to improve this flow
o 10 = 4 recommendations

oKey deliverable 2
o Develop a method/POC to find and ingest dataset metadata affiliated with
RPOs

o 2 methods

FRDN



Figure 2. Dataset Metadata Business Process Flow
Source g

Researcher
External service (non
FRIS)

e
Knowledge 13
Institution :

FRIS



https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10634664

PG Enriching Metadata

Recommendations (Four prioritized)

1. Use FRIS for
harvesting

2. Integrate with
external
repositories

3. ORCID integration
by RPOs

Drop mandatory
fields

FRDN

impact

25

1.5

N

Funder grant ID's

Deduplication of effort/
I Use FRIS for harvesting

Integrate with external
repositories

[ Use FRIS for harvesting

ORCID integration by ]

RPOs
Drop mandatory fields

Make FRIS Business

rules less restrictive

Use REST or QAI-PMH
in addition to SOAP-XML
FRIS should pull in more
information
1.5 2 25

easiness

Figure 3.1. Impact versus easiness Matrix: PG Enriching Metadata



PG Enriching Metadata

Deliverable 2: Develop method to ingest metadata from external repositories

o(Starting the work on Recommendation 2)

oTwo methods tested

o Modular approach: iteratively querying various sources (DataCite, OpenAire,
Figshare...)

o Registration approach: researchers enter DOI into a CRIS which can harvest
the metadata

oCode shared

FRDN
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