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Why repositories?

o Make research outputs openly
available

o Repatriate research products
published elsewhere

o Preserve research assets produced
by our research communities

o Track research outputs of the
university

REPOSITORIES:
Key Infrastructure For

Maintaining European
Research Excellence
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There are around 6000 repositories world-wide
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Welcome to the International Repositories Directory (IRD)

This is the International Repositories Directory, managed by the Confederation of Open Access Repositories (COAR). The directory aims to be an C.A R Records in IRD
authoritative source of information about repositories, providing the community with an accurate and timely record of the current repository

landscape. It contains information such as the types and versions of platforms in use, scope of repository collections, geographic location, institutional affiliations,
functionalities supported, and so on.
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Confederation of Open Access Repositories

“Each individual repository is of limited value for research: the real power of
Open Access lies in the possibility of connecting and tying together
repositories, which is why we need interoperability.

Interoperability allows us to exploit today’s computational power so that we
can aggregate, data mine, create new tools and services, and generate new
knowledge from repository content.” [COAR manifesto: The case for
interoperability of Open Access repositories, 2011]
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AURA Home

Scope: Unclassified
Software: DSpace (6.3)
Owner: Prifysgol Aberdeen
Primary Subject: Unknown
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Aberystwyth Research Portal

Scope: Unclassified

Software: Pure

Owner: Aberystwyth University
Primary Subject: Unknown
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System online | Om:-PMH online
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OAI-PMH not enabled
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Abertay University

Scope: Unclassified
Software: Unknown
Owner: Abertay University
Primary Subject: Unknown
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Some common tensions between CRIS’s and Repos

e Open standards / protocols for open science vs. proprietary APIs
for CRIS systems, especially commercial systems

e Openness vs commercialisation/impact

o Integrations between repositories and CRIS systems can inhibit
repositories from fully participating in the open science
ecosystem...

Therefore:
o We advocate for interoperability, not integration



Major trends impacting scholarly communications

From August to October, COAR undertook a strategic review of the landscape
to help design a new COAR Strategy for 2026-28

o Members survey
o Consultation with experts
o Literature review




World Uncertainty Index (WUI): Global
Index. GDP weighted average. January 2008 to October 2025
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IMPLICATIONS FOR
REPOSITORIES

(and maybe for CRIS Systems too)



®
. Navigate and leverage technological change

{D[;ieoarliiﬂzswith aggressive bots NAVIGATING
TECHNICAL

-How to manage “conversational”

Al in the context of research CHANGES
literature
-Developing community norms for olf o &

the reuse of content by Al (with
other stakeholders)

-Experiment with the use of Al to
improve discovery of multilingual
resources




®
Il. Build a trusted information environment

BUILD A Priorities

- More openness and
TRUSTED transparency of scientific
INFORMATION processes (including publishing)

ENVIRONMENT - Develop trust indicators for

research outputs beyond peer
review (moving from
“impact/prestige” to “trust”)

- Adopt more stringent measures
for reviewing deposits

- Improved curation of resources
in repositories
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lll. Enhanced digital coherence

Priorities ENHANCED

- all components — data,
platforms, tools, and processes — DIGITAL

must be well-aligned, COHERENCE

interoperable, and work together

- Interoperability frameworks and
open standards (OAI-PMH, COAR
Notify, PIDs, quality metadata,
and controlled vocabularies)

- Encourage federated system of
repositories with national and
regional networks and cross
network and cross repository
interoperability "




COAR
V. Raise the visibility of repositories

Priorities
RAISE THE - Articulate a compelling,
VISIBILITY OF evidence.-ba?,ed value proposition
REPOSITORIES for repositories

- Sustained and strategic advocacy
tailored to the needs of different
national and regional
environments

- Promoting the Publish, Review,
Curate model as an alternative to
traditional journal publishing
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KATHLEEN
SHEARER

Executive Director
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