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Why am I here?

• Affiliated with:

– SRCE

– Department of Mathematics, UniZg

– euroCRIS

– EUNIS

– UNIC EUA



euroCRIS

• euroCRIS is an international not-for-profit 
association 

• bringing together experts on research 
information in general and research 
information systems (CRIS) in particular

• foster cooperation and knowledge-sharing 
across the research information community 

• promote interoperability of research 
information 



European University Alliances

• strong emphasis on teaching & learning (led by the DG 
Education, funded by Erasmus+ programme) but also 
with a research component

• specific funding for research under H2020 research 
framework programme – plenty of EUAs have applied 
and received additional funding for their specifically 
designed research plans

• great diversity in ‘research-intensiveness’ across 
networks

• plenty of smaller institutions included: a way to build 
Europe



Research as a Strategic Pillar

• Research is a rising priority within EUA

• Joint research strategies include:

– Shared infrastructure

– Cross-border funding

– Innovation hubs

– Researcher mobility



Our study

• investigate the contributions of alliances to 
research 

• identify key challenges and critical issues

• assess how Research Information 
Management (RIM) systems (=CRISes) can 
support the development of EUA initiative



Joint Research Contributions of EUAs

42% access to shared research infrastructure

35% funding and EU Grants

34% joint PhD programs and researcher mobility 

29% joint research programs & thematic priorities 

25% collaboration with industry & innovation hubs 

22% interdisciplinary and cross-border research 
teams

22% open science and knowledge transfer 



Interoperability Challenges

• Diverse CRIS platforms limit data sharing

• Fragmentation reduces synergy

• EURECA-PRO case:

– 2022: 5 of 9 members had CRIS (all different)

– Until 2025: Significant work has been done 
(research inventory platform, publication 
repository, ...)



Evaluation and Impact Metrics

• Common indicators are needed for measuring 
research success:

– Co-authored publications

– Joint funded projects

– Researcher mobility & PhD training

– Open science, citizen science participation

• CRIS systems can support standardized 
metrics



Research Information Management 

• Increasing use of CRIS systems to support 
research

• Examples:

– ENGAGE.EU: integrated CRIS

– EU-CONEXUS, EUTOPIA: OpenAIRE-based

– STARS EU: shared Zenodo repository

– UNIC: OpenAIRE-sourced





https://eutopia.openaire.eu/ 

https://eutopia.openaire.eu/


https://www.eurecapro.eu/research-inventory/ 

https://www.eurecapro.eu/research-inventory/






Conclusion

• EUA alliances are evolving

• RIM / CRIS crucial for:

– Integration

– Monitoring

– Evaluation

• Shared CRIS = strategic opportunity for Europe

• Work to be done!



Thank you for your attention

Questions welcome

Supplementary materials:
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14918773
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