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What is FRIS





FRIS Objectives

Accelerate the 
chain from idea to 
innovation by
ensuring a better
information flow 
between research 
institutes and
innovative
organisations

• Simplifying 
administration 
through webservices

•  Obtaining information 
directly from systems 

• Requesting 
information just once, 
sharing and reusing it 
to get the most out of 
it

• To make the 
government, 
corporate and 
research 
innovation strategy 
more effective and 
efficient 

• To make research 
information 
publicly available 
so that everyone 
can use it freely



Dataproviders: research institutes and funders

KU Leuven UGent UHasselt VUB UAntwerpen

INBO ILVO ITG
Plantentuin 

Meise
KMDA

KMSKA VLIZ Alamire

Begunstigden 
van VLAIO-
financiering 

(>30)

Waterbouw-
kundig Labo

FWO
Orpheus 
Instituut

Onroerend 
Erfgoed

Department 
Environment

imec Flanders Make VITO

2008

2018 <

2022 <

2024 <

VIB
Universities of 

Applied 
sciences & arts 

Vlerick 
Business School

Antwerp 
Management 

School



FRIS architecture: high level



External sources
Unpaywall: 

→Open access label

→Best open location 

Sdg-labels:
→Aurora SDG-classifier

ROR:
→Future FOR: organisation database including ROR

Journal masterlist: 
→Referentials journal list including peer review label



FRIS-pinciples

• Data ownership by the research institutes

• Contract with the research institutes,  not the individual researcher

• No data manipulation, we do say yes to enrichment with info of referential providers 
e.g. Research funders, Unpaywall, ROR…

• Working in silo’s (because of ownership)

• Linking of information through system of aliasing by PID’s 

• Future: golden record-visualization 



FRIS use cases: 
few examples



Data usage 

•Portal visitors:
• 254k users/year

• Worldwide: focus on Belgium/Netherlands

• Channels: 
• Direct: 229k

• Organic search: 14k

• Referral: 9k 

•Policy monitoring/preparation:
• Topics (eg OESO/Mariad | Zeecompendium | evaluation instruments)

• Budget 

• Collaboration 

•  Reporting funds: FWO & other funds

•  Open Science: KPI’s / Evaluation



Monitoring research activities: publications 
and projects (I)

Eg. Info for the report “Zeecompendium” VLIZ



Monitoring research activities: publications 
and projects (II)

OESO-analyses (expertgroup MARIAD / CSTP): 

Eg. Reorientation of government research funding towards Covid-19 during the pandemic 
(https://www.oecd.org/publications/measuring-governments-r-d-funding-response-to-covid-19-4889f5f2-en.htm)
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Monitoring research activities: policy

Parliamentary & policy questions:

→Eg. critical raw materials, research cooperation with China, polar research, etc.



Less administrative burden 
for researchers 



Reporting research: VLAIO

VLAIO-reporting:
→VLAIO's collective research projects are reported via FRIS.



The Research Foundation – Flanders (FWO) stimulates and financially 
supports: 
• fundamental scientific research
• strategic basic research
• clinical scientific research
• the purchase of large-scale and medium-scale research 

infrastructure
• the management of large computing capacity in Flanders



The research process

Grant ID: 
G0A0321N

Institute 1

Institute 2
Research paper 2

Research paper 3

Research paper 1

dissertation

Patent

dataset



Reporting research: Research - Flanders (II)

FWO-reporting:

→FWO extracts from FRIS the publications linked to a project,  and prefills this 
information in the FWO-reporting tool

→Based on golden records of projects and publications

→In operation for A1-publications

→Will be extended to other publication types from 2026 onwards



Building golden records: step 1: projects

Grant ID: 
G0A0321N

X eurosInstitute 1

Institute 2

Research paper 2

Research paper 3

Research paper 1

Grant ID: 
G0A0321N

Y euros Research paper 2

Projects Publications

Grant ID: 
G0A0321N
X + Y euros

Project golden record based on 
Grant ID + Funder Type (FWO)



Retrieval from FRIS by FWO

Research paper 2
Research paper 3

Research paper 1

Grant ID: 
G0A0321N

Publications



FWO reporting tool – prefilled



Detailed overview: the FWO-reporting tool



Benefits/lessons learned

•Benefits for different stakeholders like researchers, RPO’s, funder, FRIS: 
→Less administrative burden (enter once in institution repository and use as often as possible)

→Better quality as info is used for reporting

→More uniformity in data across institutions

•  Lessons learned:
→Less flexibility in terms of:

– Time (need to calculate time for the information flow from institute to FRIS to FWO) 

– Not be able to adjust info freely as a free text (correcting information needs to be done at the 
source) 

→Not yet a reflex to link research output with projects, and therefore seems to be more 
time consuming

→further finetuning 



Pilot: in close collaboration

•Key for success = collaboration

•Collaboration from impacted Research Performing Organisations (RPO’s)

•Close collaboration with Research Foundation Flanders

•Guided by ECOOM



Next steps: challenges & opportunities 

- AI as an opportunity:
- Predicting links between project and publications:

- Large Language Models

- Expert center ECOOM -> less administrative burden for researchers and research 
institutions

- Predicting keywords and disciplines (Flemish discipline code)

- Using the right pid-strategy: challenge for book contributions
- Doi? Institutional URL? 

- Solutions?  

- Ideas? 
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