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European University Alliances

• “65 universities in 35 countries”

• Una Europa (KU Leuven) includes Edinburgh Uni as one of its 
(multiple) heavyweights

• Thematic focus

• Strong emphasis on teaching & learning (led by the DG Education, 
funded by Erasmus+ programme) but also with a large research 
component

• Specific funding for research under H2020 research framework 
programme – plenty of EUAs have applied and received additional 
funding for their specifically designed research plans

• Great diversity in ‘research-intensiveness’ across networks

• Plenty of smaller institutions in “non-research-intensive” countries 
(but also in the other ones): a way to build Europe
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Thematic focus – example 
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The issue of fragmentation

Multiple factors prevent smooth interoperability across institutions

• Geographical

• Administrative

• Technical

• Human
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Human interop standing in the way of technical interop: 
a frequent challenge in the RIM domain

• Colleagues from Internationalisation tend to lead

• How can you expect technical interoperability to be kept 
into the picture if libraries, research offices and IT 
services are not part of the cross-institutional 
discussion? 

• We’ve often seen this before in the CRIS area

• No-one says it’s easy
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Technical interoperability: why?

Multiple reasons why an alliance CRIS makes sense*:

• Showcase research strengths of alliances

• Including experts in various research disciplines at an 
international level 

• Promote research collaboration, joint research projects 
and sharing of resources

• Knowledge Transfer from most to least research-intensive 
institutions regardless of geography

* Same reasons why national/regional CRIS make sense!
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Technical interoperability: possible next steps

• Why not turning the expansion in the coverage of 

institutional research information management systems 

into an objective of the European University Alliance?

• If some institutions within an alliance have expertise in the 

implementation of open-source solutions like DSpace-CRIS 

or VIVO, it shouldn’t be too hard to introduce Open Science 

practices to universities that do not have any at present

• There is currently no clear framework for the evaluation of 

the success of EUAs – this could well be one to highlight in 

the spirit of Knowledge Transfer



Possible criteria for assessing EUA success 
(from a research perspective)

De-Castro, Pablo, Jan Dvorak, Ognjen Orel, Joachim Schöpfel (2025). Common Research Information Management 
from a European University Alliance Perspective. Accepted paper at the EUNIS25 Annual Congress: Connecting 
communities and empowering creativity (Belfast, 4-6 June 2025). https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/92528/ 
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Thanks!

Questions?
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