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The Common Research Information Format (CERIF)

Main features of CERIF

CERIF (the Common European Research Information Format) is: s ]
« A concept about research entities and their relationships - Specification (Conceptual Level) 4 [ J 1
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So what is a CRIS?

B enwikipedia.org/wiki/Current_research_information_system

Current research information system

= EUFOCRIS

Current Research Information Systems

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

A current research information system (CRIS) is a database or other information system to
store, manage and exchange contextual metadata for the research activity funded by a research
funder or conducted at a research-performing organisation (or aggregation thereof). (1]

CRIS systems are also known as Research Information Management or RIM Systems (RIMS) 2]
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Features |edit]

The data model underpinning a CRIS relies on a set of basic entities as defined by the Common
European Research Information Format (CERIF &) model maintained by the non-profit organisation

eurcCRIS.

The links connecting these entities provide a standardised semantic layer that provides consistency
to the data model. The basic CERIF entities are people, organisations, projects and outputs
(publications, research data, patents). Further second-level entities in the comprehensive snapshot
of research provided by CERIF are for instance funding, research facilities and equipment or skills.



What is a CRIS useful for?

There are multiple reasons why these CRIS systems have seen such a significant growth in the

past few years, some of which are: eu roC RI S

» increased awareness for the need for transparency and accountability for the public
funding that supports the vast majority of the research activity carried out at

Current Research Information Systems

universities and research centres (De-Castro 2017);

+ need for accurate and comprehensive data on research activity for evidence-based
decision-making by the relevant stakeholders (governments, research funders);

+» subsequent reporting requirements by research funders — for their funding
programmes — and by governments via national-level research assessment exercises
used to support the funding distribution to universities and research centres;

» internal reporting requirements at such institutions for decision-making processes
including FIII"DI'T'IGT.IDH,: Submit a Preprint Search

The Rise of Current Research Information Systems
(CRIS): The Case of the Indian Research Information

Network System (IRINS)

AUTHORS
Pablo de Castro, Siva Shankar Kimidi, Nalan Kannan
https://indiarxiv.org/uv5pg/
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What is a CRIS useful for? (ll)

via their front-end platforms, often called research portals, these systems allow
research-performing organisations to showcase the research activity they conduct as eu rOC RI S
well as its results. This is important for attracting talent and students, for promoting T B T £ S
research collaborations and for highlighting their contribution to society;

increased discoverability of research work and experts helps research funders

identify suitable reviewers for the project proposals they receive and allows interested

stakeholders (often Industry) to identify possible collaborators for public-private

partnerships;

CRIS systems are proving critical pieces of the distributed e-infrastructure required for
the implementation of open science.

The rise of Current Research Information Systems (CRIS): the case of the
Indian Research Information Network System (IRINS)

Pablo de Castro 2" " http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6300-1033
Siva Shankar Kimidi 3 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7629-1305
Kannan Palavesm * http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4121-5919
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? Information Services Directorate, University of Strathclyde, 101 St James Road, Glasgow G4
ONS, Scotland, United Kingdom
? Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre, Infocity, Gandhinagar, Gujarat
382421, India

https://indiarxiv.org/uv5pg/ 4 Central University of Punjab Library, Mansa Rd, Bathinda, Punjab 151001, India
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CRIS systems and Research Assessment Exercises

Research

The New Research Assessment Reform in China
and Its Implementation

Authors: Lin Zhang, Gunnar Sivertsen &%
Abstract

A radical reform of research assessment was recently launched in China. It seeks to replace
a focus on Web of Science-based indicators with a balanced combination of qualitative and
quantitative research evaluation, and to strengthen the local relevance of research in
China. It trusts the institutions to implement the policy within a few months but does not
provide the necessary national platforms for coordination, influence and collaboration on
developing shared tools and information resources and for agreement on definitions,
criteria and protocols for the procedures. Based on international experiences, this article

provides constructive ideas for the implementation of the new policy.

The new policy demands a broader perspective in research assessment on
novelty, scientific value, research integrity, innovation potential and
societal outcomes. How will panels be informed about and be able to
compare such achievements? There is need for more comprehensive

sources of information to supplement Web of Science. jN iR 6

e integrated in a national Current Research Information Syste
will shortly describe the idea, based on Sivertsen (2019), and the potentials

and challenges for its implementation in China.

With an integrated CRIS providing data that are structured and quality
assured for statistical purposes, research performing and funding
organizations may also use CRIS for monitoring and evaluating research
activities and outputs, allocating funding, supporting decision making on
their policies and strategies, tracking researchers’ careers, and describing

their systemic role to policy-makers, stakeholders, and the public.

https://www.scholarlyassessmentreports.org/articles/10.29024/sar.15/
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Are Institutional Repositories and CRIS systems the same thing?

Not necessarily: IRs tend to focus on publications, Open Access and full-text files, while CRIS systems collect all
sorts of metadata describing the institutional research activity, mostly for reporting purposes

This said, IR and CRIS solutions are increasingly interoperable and even integrated.

g ;, | Procedia Computer Science = ELIFOC RIS

e
_'1.'-'\-
- .,1"4-1 _;L Volume 33, 2014, Pages 39-46 Current Research Information Systems

The Gradual Merging of Repository and CRIS
Solutions to Meet Institutional Research
Information Management Requirements %

o - - - - -
Pablo de Castro # & B, Kathleen Shearer ®, Friedrich Summann ©

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.procs.2014.06.007
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Are Institutional Repositories and CRIS systems the same thing?

C.A gglelfﬁeiiiigﬁugeu;ositDI‘iES Home  News & Updates @ WhatWe Do  Resources  Events Members  AboutCOAR Q

7 things you should know about Institutional

Repositories, CRIS Systems, and their Interoperability

System interoperability between institutional repositories (IRs) and research information management systems (CRISs) is a well-explored but
scarcely documented topic that has been around for a number of years [1] in countries where a consistent reporting activity is required on
research outputs. The UK is perhaps the best example for such countries, with research assessment exercises being periodically carried out

https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/7-things-you-should-know-aboutirs/
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The CRIS Landscape in Asia and China

Research

The New Research Assessment Reform in China
and Its Implementation

Authors: Lin Zhang, Gunnar Sivertsen &%

CRIS are now widespread in the world, but most of them operate at the institutional level only and are closed

systems. The existing commercial solutions, e.g. Converis from Clarivate and Pure from Elsevier, are designed for

such local use only. It seems to be a challenge, mainly in the larger countries, to agree on an integrated and open

national solution. However, a few countries, e.g. Brazil, Czech Republic, Finland, New Zealand, and Norway, have

managed to integrate a CRIS nationally with the help of non-commercial solutions.

In China, most Chinese universities and other research organizations already have their own local systems. An

example is Shanghai Tech University with one of the most advanced technical CRIS solutions worldwide, but only

for local use (lans.shanghaitech.edu.cn). At the national level, the Ministry of Education (MoE), the Ministry of
Science and Technology (MOST), and the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) have built
databases for research and education information (with different focuses, strengths and coverages), but they are

mainly used as internal sources.

https://www.scholarlyassessmentreports.org/articles/10.29024/sar.15/
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The CRIS Landscape in Asia and China
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CRIS Systems in China

DRIS Entries
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CRIS Systems in China: CSpace-based ShanghaiTech KMS

Total Items [EEeg  Fulltexts [gikel  Views ey Downloads [BEE

Copyright ©2017 - 2020 ShanghaiTech University -|Powered by CSpace
Address: FiEmiEFEAXEEREI93S Tel: 86-21-20685191

Fulltexts? Is this an Institutional Repository then?

CSpace is the Chinese variant for the most popular open source repository software worldwide (DSpace)
DSpace has now an extension called DSpace-CRIS that allows additional metadata to be collected for
entities such as research projects, which turns the platform into a repository/CRIS hybrid. Cspace also

follows this approach

One of the DRIS entries for China (HKU Scholars Hub at http://hub.hku.hk/) is based on DSpace-CRIS

Expanding the data model of an open source institutional repository grid like http://www.irgrid.ac.cn/ into
a network of institutional CRIS systems that can be aggregated to form a national CRIS platform is an
approach already being applied elsewhere. Please contact eurocris@eurocris.org for more information.
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