
BoRIS and BIA: CRIS and Institutional 

Repository Integration at the Free University 

of Bozen-Bolzano

CRIS 2014

Rome, May 13th, 2014

Luigi Sicilianoa, Sabine Schmidta,

Manuel Kinzlerb

a) Library of the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano

b) Department Information & Communication Technologies (ICT) of the 

Free University of Bozen-Bolzano



The Free University of Bozen-Bolzano

 Multilingual University

 Five faculties:

 Computer Science

 Economics and Management

 Education

 Design and Art

 Science and Technology

 Approx. 3,000 students enrolled and 105 tenured 

professors and researchers



Researchers feedback when proposing a 

new Institutional Repository

No matter how we pledge advantages 

researchers were:

 Desperate / overwhelmed by forms etc.

 Refusing / boycotting any project involving 

additional data entry

 One main request: reduce current paperwork 

load!



BoRIS as a Converis 5 instance /1

 Entirely web-based application

 Cerif metadata compliant

 User-friendly, intuitive graphic user interface

 Customization Module for editing

 Templates

 User roles and rights

 Workflows



BoRIS as a Converis 5 instance /2

 Multilingual localization of front-end and 

back-end

 Possibility of integration with other systems

 Authentication and both in-house developed financial and 

human resource information system (PIS, HRIS)

 DSpace for the Institutional Repository

 National MIUR bibliographic database hosted by Cineca



Integration with in-house systems /1

Authentication

Researchers

BoRIS

Shibboleth authentication

HRIS

Affiliation

Active Directory / LDAP



Integration with in-house systems /2

HRIS and PIS

BoRIS

HRIS Affiliation

PhD Prog.

PIS
Financial data



BIA as a DSpace instance

 Mapping

 Metadata DSpace-Converis

 Publications -> collections

 Special section in BoRIS for data transmission

 choice group for BIA collections (1:1 mapping)

 irHandle + transmission date

 Full text embargo + full text deposited

 Transmission Yes/No

 Validation by library staff



CINECA/MIUR Webservice

 Mapping between Cerif and MODS

 Configuration of publication types and mandatory fields in 

BoRIS according to values in CINECA/MIUR database

 Transmission authorization

 BIA and website permission by first author only

 Cineca/MIUR permission by each author





Lessons learnt

 Underestimation of total required time

 Transition from Converis version 4 to improved version 5

 Implementation and testing of Cineca web service

 Import of previous research information

 Publications, projects, partners

 Comfortable for researchers – lot of unplanned work for 

implementation team

 Privacy and copyright issues for BIA

 Definition of policy and publishing guidelines more difficult 

than expected



Further developments

 Automatic deposit of PhD theses to “Deposito 

Legale” at the Italian National Library

 Connection between BoRIS and PIS 

bidirectional: budget synchronization

 “Research Analytics Tool”

 Statistics

 Reports

 Finalization of Curriculum Vitae Template



Conclusion

 Integration with HRIS and PIS ensures

data consistency in BoRIS and BIA

 Researchers have a better service, performing 

less data entry!



Thank you!

 Questions ?

 You can contact us at:

 luigi.siciliano@unibz.it

 sabine.schmidt@unibz.it

 manuel.kinzler@unibz.it


