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Affiliations and professional activities in 
ORCID records



Affiliations and professional 
activities on ORCID records
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There are different types of Affiliations and Professional 
Activities at ORCID

● Employment: formal employment relationship with an organization, e.g. staff, intern, 
researcher, contractor. Employment can be paid or unpaid.

● Education: Participation in an academic higher education program to receive an 
undergraduate, graduate, or other degree, may be in progress or unfinished.

● Qualification: Participation in a professional or vocational accreditation, certification, or 
training program, may be in progress or unfinished.

● Invited position: An invited non-employment affiliation, e.g. honorary fellow, guest 
researcher, emeritus professor.

● Membership: Membership in a society or association, not including honorary memberships 
and fellowships.

● Service: A significant donation of time, money, or other resource,  e.g. volunteer society 
officer, elected board position, extension work.

● Distinction: An honorary or other award, distinction, or prize in recognition of your 
achievements, e.g. trophy, medal, honorary degree.
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Affiliations

Professional
Activities



We understand sometimes it isn’t clear what 
information should be added and how
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https://info.orcid.org/documentation/integration-guide/admin-guide-to-affiliations/
https://info.orcid.org/new-to-the-orcid-record-interface-professional-activities/  
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https://info.orcid.org/new-to-the-orcid-record-interface-professional-activities/


Adding affiliation and 
professional activity data to 
ORCID records
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There are three ways for affiliation and professional 
activity data to get into ORCID

1. ORCID User Interface

3. Affiliation Manager ORCID Registry

Record Holder

2. Member API

Member Organization
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For those curious about the Affiliation Manager 
https://info.orcid.org/event/im-a-member-now-what-affiliation-manager-2/   

https://info.orcid.org/event/im-a-member-now-what-affiliation-manager-2/


Researchers are now prompted with an option to add 
an affiliation upon registration (based on ROR data)

8I used the Sandbox for this purpose; no fake or duplicate ORCID iD was created in the process
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an affiliation upon registration (based on ROR data)
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This has gotten a positive impact in the % of records 
with affiliation data 
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97,82% – manually 
added

2,18% – validated (or 
added via the API)



Criteria for certified 
CRIS/RIM/eRA 
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1. Manuscript 
Submission 
Systems

2. Research 
Information 
Systems

3. Grant/Facility 
Application 
Management 
Systems

4. Repository 
Systems 5.   Discovery Systems (New)

We’re enabling vendors to make it easier for members to 
expedite the contribution of trusted data

https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/become-an-orcid-certified-service-provider/ 12

Specific best-practice ORCID certification criteria for 5 
scholarly workflows:

Benefits to organizations using a CSP

● Out-of-the-box, best-in-class ORCID-related functionality

● No need for custom technical development

● A more consistent user experience 

● Training and support support from the vendor

Benefits for vendors offering CSPs

● Enhanced Promotion from ORCID:
○ Listing on our website
○ Recommendation to members
○ ORCID CSP Badge
○ Certification letter for proposals/tenders

● Enhanced Support from ORCID

● Advanced reporting 

https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-manuscript-submission-systems/
https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-manuscript-submission-systems/
https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-manuscript-submission-systems/
https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-research-information-systems/
https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-research-information-systems/
https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-research-information-systems/
https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-grant-facility-application-management-systems/
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https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-discovery-systems/


Certified Research Information System Providers MUST:

● Collect authenticated researchers’ ORCID iD and permissions

● Display iDs of researchers 

● Use data from ORCID records to populate researcher profiles and discover new researcher activity

● Add employment/education information to researchers’ ORCID records

● Add works to researchers’ ORCID records (if applicable)

● Add funding awards to researchers’ ORCID records (if applicable)

● Enable ORCID member organizations to use their own ORCID membership credentials when configuring the 
system

● Document how platform users can use the ORCID functionality offered in training and promotional materials

CRIS/RIM/eRA/ Criteria for Certification

13Source: https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-research-information-systems/ 

Including the option to add start 
and end dates

https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-research-information-systems/


Certified Research Information System Providers SHOULD:

● Add a link to the researchers’ profile in the Research Information System to their ORCID record

Certified Research Information System Providers MAY:

● Add an affiliation to visiting researchers’ ORCID records

● Allow administrators to associate ORCID iDs with authors/contributors

CRIS/RIM/eRA / Criteria for Certification

14Source: https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-research-information-systems/ 

Including the option to add start 
and end dates

https://info.orcid.org/documentation/workflows/connecting-with-co-authors/
https://info.orcid.org/vendors-and-service-providers/csp-criteria-research-information-systems/


Working group with euroCRIS 

15



While some organizations have official affiliation 
guidelines…
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https://www.tuwien.at/index.php?eID=dms&s=4&path=Directives%20and%20Regulations%20of%20the%20Rectorate/Naming_in_publications.pdf
https://www.tu-braunschweig.de/fileadmin/Redaktionsgruppen/Einrichtungen/UB/PDF/publikationsrichtlinie.pdf
https://igce.rc.unesp.br/Home/res-unesp-89-2016.pdf

https://igce.rc.unesp.br/Home/res-unesp-89-2016.pdf  

https://www.tuwien.at/index.php?eID=dms&s=4&path=Directives%20and%20Regulations%20of%20the%20Rectorate/Naming_in_publications.pdf
https://www.tu-braunschweig.de/fileadmin/Redaktionsgruppen/Einrichtungen/UB/PDF/publikationsrichtlinie.pdf
https://igce.rc.unesp.br/Home/res-unesp-89-2016.pdf


…many organizations (ORCID members and 
non-members) ask the best way to represent them in 
ORCID records
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We hope to encourage more affiliation data added to 
ORCID records

Below 40% of active ORCID records 
contain affiliation data.

Information on best practices for 
adding affiliations is a recurring 
question among ORCID members 
who use the API to write affiliation 
data.

Provide guidelines or best 
practices for institutions for writing 
affiliation and professional activity 
data into ORCID

The problem The solution

This guidelines should however be 
community-driven, so that 

community’s needs are covered and 
this is why we formed the group :-) 



We are currently a group of ~20 people willing to provide

● Guidelines/Recommendations covering how affiliations 
should be added to ORCID records.

● Enhancements on existing ORCID documentation to cover 
common FAQs

● Community-driven outreach resources
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You are welcome to get involved in the group!
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Reach out to me if you (or someone in your organization) would like to join the group



Thank you very much for your 
attention!
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