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Open citations
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“In this open-access age, it 
is a scandal that reference 
lists from journal articles — 
core elements of scholarly 

communication … — are not 
readily and freely available 

for use by all scholars”



Declaration on Research Assessment
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“remove all reuse limitations 
on reference lists in 

research articles and make 
them available under the 

Creative Commons Public 
Domain Dedication”
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UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science

“The monitoring of open 
science should be explicitly 
kept under public oversight, 

including the scientific 
community, and whenever 

possible supported by open 
non-proprietary and 

transparent infrastructures”



Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment
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“Ensure independence and 
transparency of the data, 
infrastructure and criteria 

necessary for research 
assessment and for 

determining research 
impacts”



Barcelona 
Declaration
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Barcelona Declaration

● To draft the Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information, a workshop was 
organized in Barcelona in November 2023, hosted by SIRIS Foundation

● Over 25 research information experts, representing organizations that carry out, 
fund, and evaluate research, as well as open infrastructure organizations, 
participated in the workshop

● Preparation of the Declaration was coordinated by Bianca Kramer (Sesame Open 
Science), Cameron Neylon (Curtin Open Knowledge Initiative, Curtin University), and 
Ludo Waltman (Centre for Science and Technology Studies, Leiden University)

● Declaration was published in April 2024
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Closed research information Open research information

Why research information must be open
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We are assessing researchers and institutions 
based on non-transparent evidence...

We are making decisions based on 
information that is biased against less 
privileged languages, geographical regions, 
and research agendas...

We are monitoring and incentivizing open 
science using closed data...

equitable decision-making 
requires inclusive data

open science requires 
open research information

fair assessment requires 
full transparency



Open research information
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

    1 
       We will make openness the default for the research information 
       we use and produce

    2  
       We will work with services and systems that support 
       and enable open research information
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

    3 
       We will support the sustainability of infrastructures 
       for open research information

    4  
       We will support collective action to accelerate the transition 
       to openness of research information

11



Signatories and supporters

● Barcelona Declaration has been formally signed by 97 organizations in 23 
countries; among others, signatories include universities and other research 
institutions, research funders, and governments

● In addition, 47 organizations providing data, services and infrastructure are formal 
supporters of the Declaration

● Many organizations have not yet signed the Declaration but have expressed an 
interest in contributing to the transition to open research information
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● Argentina: 1
● Austria: 1
● Brazil: 3
● Colombia: 2
● Czech Republic: 1
● Denmark: 1
● Finland: 2
● France: 15
● Germany: 9
● Greece: 1
● Italy: 5
● Mexico: 1

Signatories by country
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● Morocco: 1
● Netherlands: 12
● North Macedonia: 1
● Portugal: 4
● Slovakia: 2
● Spain: 20
● Sweden: 1
● Turkey: 1
● UK: 2
● Ukraine: 2
● US: 2
● international: 7



Signatories by country
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Supporters (selection)
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https://openknowledge.community
https://datacite.org/
https://doabooks.org
https://doaj.org
https://europepmc.org/
https://libscie.org
https://oapen.org
https://www.redalyc.org/
https://ror.org
https://thoth.pub
https://www.crossref.org
https://www.openaire.eu
https://opencitations.net
https://ourresearch.org/
http://amelica.org/index.php/en/home/
https://prereview.org/


Translations of the Declaration
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● Catalan
● Chinese (simplified)
● Chinese (traditional)
● French
● German
● Greek

● Italian
● Lithuanian
● Polish
● Russian
● Spanish
● Ukrainian



Transition to open 
research information

17



Sorbonne University
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“By resolutely abandoning 
the use of proprietary 

bibliometric products, (we 
are) opening the way for 

open, free and participative 
tools”



CNRS and French Ministry
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CWTS, Leiden University
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“Within the next few years, 
we want our work at CWTS 
to be fully based on open 
research information … 

future scientometric 
analyses performed by our 

center will use only data 
from open sources”



The Netherlands
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Barcelona 
Declaration
roadmap
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Paris Conference

➔ Paris Conference on Open 
Research Information

➔ Sorbonne University

➔ September 23 and 24, 2024
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Roadmap for open research information

● Openness of journal article metadata
● Openness of metadata for research outputs in 

institutional repositories, preprint repositories and data 
repositories

● Openness of funding metadata
● Replacing closed systems for research information by 

open alternatives
● Sustainability of infrastructures for open research 

information
● Evaluating open data sources
● Evidence of benefits of open research information
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Why we need
to act now
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Indexing of eLife in Web of Science
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Openness of abstracts
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Thank you for your attention!

Is your organization going to be our 100th signatory?


