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WHO WE ARE

The non-profit public institution with the role of:

1. the information service for research, education and culture

2. the national bibliographic service (National COBISS Centre)

3. the UNESCO regional centre for the development of integrated library 

systems and current research information systems

4. 1st EURO HPC and AI factory 

INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION SCIENCE (IZUM)



• The national Current Research Information System 

• authoritative, bilingual public profiles for every registered researcher in Slovenia

• SICRIS (Slovenia)

• E-CRIS (Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro, Macedonia, Serbia)

• SICRIS is developed and maintained by IZUM and Slovenian Research and Innovation 

Agency (ARIS)
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SICRIS / E-CRIS



SICRIS PROVIDES STRUCTURED, 
PUBLIC,BILINGUAL (SLOVENE/ENGLISH) 
INFORMATION ON:

Researchers and 
technical staff

Research 
organizations 
and groups

Research projects 
and programmes

Research 
equipment
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SICRIS  - RESEARCHERS



UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS
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• Every registered researcher in Slovenia is part of one unified platform, 

ensuring consistency, transparency, and accessibility of research data.

• The data model follows CERIF standards (Common European Research 

Information Format), ensuring interoperability with European systems.

• SICRIS is integrated with COBISS.SI and the COBIB.SI national bibliographic 

database, enabling direct access to researchers’ bibliographies from 

SICRIS profiles.

ROLE IN OPEN SCIENCE
• Supports Open Science principles (“as open as possible, as closed as necessary”) 

aligned with Horizon Europe.

• Promotes use of persistent identifiers:

• DOI for publications

• ORCID iD for researchers

• CONOR authority file for controlled personal/corporate names

• Enables linking with open repositories to ensure research outputs are Findable, 

Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable (FAIR).



EVALUATION AND RESEARCHER ASSESSMENT
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• SICRIS and COBISS bibliographies support responsible research assessment, 

moving beyond point-based metrics.

• Transparency of citations and authorship

• Persistent identifiers (DOI, ORCID)

• Narrative evidence of impact, including open access and societal relevance.

• Data from open sources like OpenAlex can complement SICRIS data for broader 

citation and collaboration insights.

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE
• SICRIS represents a mature, standards-based approach to national research 

information management.

• Strengthens the visibility, evaluation, and comparability of Slovenian research 

nationally and internationally.

• Future plans include incorporating new data types (e.g. patents, research data links, 

innovation outcomes, open peer review).
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SICRIS - RESEARCHER 
INFORMATION
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SICRIS - 
RESEARCHER 
PUBLICATIONS



10

SICRIS  - LINKS TO RECORDS 
IN COBISS, WOS, SCOPUS
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SICRIS - RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATIONS
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SICRIS - RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATION
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SICRIS - PROJECTS
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SICRIS - EQUIPMENT



SICRIS - USERS

• researchers
• research organizations
• educational 

institutions
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• research funders
• economy and industry

• international research 
communities

• general public
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SICRIS - PERSONAL 
BIBLIOGRAPHY
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SICRIS - PERSONAL 
BIBLIOGRAPHY
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SICRIS - EVALUATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY
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SICRIS - EVALUATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY
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SICRIS - 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
INDICATORS OF 
SUCCESS FOR 
ELECTION TO A 
POSITION
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SICRIS - 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
INDICATORS OF 
SUCCESS FOR 
ELECTION TO A 
POSITION
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SICRIS - CITATIONS WOS 
AND SCOPUS
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SICRIS - CITATIONS WOS 
AND SCOPUS



FUTURE EVALUATION – MOVING 
TOWARD OPEN SCIENCE

• Open Access to publications

• Open Research Data

• Open Peer Review

• Citizien Science

New types of open accessed articles and research data have already been included 

into the COBISS system, such as:

• articles: data papers, method articles, software papers, etc. 

• research data: aggregated, clinical, genomic, etc.
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KEY QUESTION:
How should Open Science 
be evaluated?
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Current principles             Open Science
Focus:
Quantitative bibliometric indicators and point-based scoring. 

Key metrics: 
SICRIS (COBISS) points for publications.
Journal impact factors (JCR, SNIP).
Citation counts from WoS and Scopus.

Evaluation use cases: 
Research project funding decisions.
Appointment to academic titles.
Institutional performance reviews.

Structure:
Highly formalized, threshold-based (e.g., minimum points for eligibility). 

Nature:
Primarily output-oriented (number and type of publications) with limited 
qualitative assessment.

Focus:
Responsible research assessment aligned with DORA, Leiden Manifesto, and 
CoARA principles. 

Key metrics: 
Move away from journal-based metrics (impact factor) as primary criteria.
Emphasize quality, openness, and societal impact over quantity.
Include indicators such as: 
• Open access to publications.
• FAIR data compliance.
• Sharing of research software and protocols.
• Engagement in citizen science and collaboration.

Nature:
Balanced approach combining qualitative peer review and responsible use of 
metrics.

Goal:
Reward transparency, reproducibility, and contribution to Open Science rather 
than prestige publishing. 



THANK YOU
podpora@izum.si

CONTACT US

https://izum.si

COBISS - poti do znanja, IZUM

@cobissnet

COBISS / IZUM - Institute of information science
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