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The Current Research Information System of the University of Bern, called BORIS Portal, integrates the

publication of research data with project and funding information. As a public platform, BORIS Portal is

intended to create transparency about the university's research activities for a broad public. One

challenge lies in the sharing of research data. While the CRIS systems aim to be as open as possible,

some types of research data cannot be openly shared for legal or ethical reasons.

Restricted: De-identified personal data that is still too

sensitive to share openly. Researchers can restrict the

subsequent use of their data via a Data Transfer

Agreement. Interested parties can request access to the

data.

Metadata Only: Data has been published in another 

repository but is linked to items in BORIS Portal.

Closed: Data that cannot be shared openly. Researchers

cannot upload files, but they can enter metadata to make

it citable. Interested parties can request access to the

data.

Embargo: Data withheld for a certain time-

span. Interested parties can request access

to the data.

Open: Anonymised data and all other non-personal 

data that can be shared publicly.  
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Challenges for providers:

• High mobility in research: finding a 

long-term contact person

• Automatic harvesting from other data 

providers and linking to data sets in 

BORIS Portal

• Up-, download and storage of large 

datafiles

Advantages for researchers:

• Collect and archive research data 

according to FAIR principles

• Disclose research data according to 

respective access types or store it in a 

non-disclosable way 

• Integrate de-identified data into the 

submission workflow with Data Transfer 

Agreements (DTA) 
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