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Data for Impact: overview

• Call: CO-CREATION-08-2016-2017: Better integration of 
evidence on the impact of research and innovation in policy 
making
• Expected results:

• Improved monitoring of R&I activities: new indicators for assessing 
research and innovation performance, including the impact of 
research and innovation policies

• Prove value to the society: determining the societal impact of 
research and innovation funding in order better to justify research 
and innovation spending

• Data driven approach
• Partners:

• PPMI (Lithuania), CNR (Italy), Athena RC (Greece), Fraunhofer
(Germany) and, Univ Borås (Sweden). 



Objective 1: define, develop, analyse new indicators for assessing the performance of 
EU and national R&I systems.
Objective 2: gather data at  input, throughput, output and impact levels, derive facts 
and understand impact on health-related challenges
Objective 3: perform community-driven validation and develop user-centered tools



Project data

• Cordis (FP7 + H2020)
• National funders 

(selection)

Project data:
• Call
• Project description
• Final report
• Results

Methodology (simplified)
Extract information through
text mining, manual and 
automatic annotation.

Create
Concepts, entities, expected
results, publications, 
patents...

Topic modelling





‘made’ ‘found’



SweCRIS interface
Export fields:
_id
_type
abstract.sv
abstract.en
dates.start_date
dates.end_date
identifier_short
organizations.funding.0.id
organizations.funding.0.sv
organizations.funding.0.en
organizations.coordinating.0.id
organizations.coordinating.0.sv
organizations.coordinating.0.en
people.project_leaders.0.id
people.project_leaders.0.name
people.other_personnel
tags.0.id
tags.0.sv
tags.0.en
title.sv
title.en
total_funding
type_of_awards.sv
type_of_awards.en
Other personel



Issues with SweCRIS

Practice:

• No Boolean searches (AND, OR, NOT, NEAR, ...)

• Filters are ordered by counts, there is no way to sort them.

• The subject codes (based on OECD) are on three levels (260 different 
codes in all), you cannot select groups of subjects.

• Export to JSON or csv should work well.

Metadata:

• Project ID:s not uniform 
• Actual project ID:s 2014-24, 2014-240
• In SweCRIS: 2014-00024, or 2014-00240 (to match current

practice?)

• Data from earlier databases is lost or changed

• Case: FORMAS



Funder: Formas old database
SweCRIS type Formas Type relationship
Project grant Projektstöd Similar
Grant for positions or stipends Mobilitet specified type: mobilty
Project grant Hållbar stadsutveckling specified call
Grant for positions or stipends Forskarassistent specified position
Project grant Doktorand ditto, but called PG in SweCRIS
Project grant Hållbar stadsutveckling spec call
Research environment STARKA FORSKN MILJÖER Similar

• Project types transformed

• Missing information:
Intrascientific report (in English) (with publ list)
Popular report (in Swedish)

Sex of the applicant
List of projects that the current project is a continuation from. E.g. 2006-
958, 2009-1460



Alternative steps (ongoing, Vinnova) 

• Contact funders, ask for Final reports
• Principle of public access to official documents. – Offent-

lighetsprincipen
• Works well for single requests

• Quite unsuccsessful for larger sets of data
• Pdf format, scanned, (not) OCR:ed

• GDPR!
• ORCID is personally identifiable information



Match publications from CrossRef



CrossRef data

Amount of projects and publications for each 
funder:

Funder Projects (expected) Unique DOI:s
SRC 1016 (2520) 1852 

Formas 203 (198) 255 

Vinnova 64 (1634) 104 

SRC Swedish Research Council
Formas The Swedish Research Council Formas
Vinnova VINNOVA (Sweden’s innovation agency)



Reflections

• How well does the SweCRIS provide relevant 
information (”made”) data

• How well does SweCRIS give opportunities for 
”found” data.

• What gets lost?

• Jensen, K.B. 2012: Lost, Found, and Made – Qualitative Data in the Study of Three-Step Flows of
Communication In I. Volkmer (Ed.) The Handbook of Global Media Research, 433–50. Wiley-
Blackwell http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/9781118255278.ch25.
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