
Sharing and Connecting Research 
Information with Brocade-CRIS software

Alain Descamps & Rudi Baccarne

euroCRIS Strategic Membership Meeting 2023, Nov 21 – 23, 
Pamplona, Spain 



Overview

• Introduction Brocade-CRIS

• Some context

• University of Antwerp

• Royal Museum of Fine Arts

• Digital Open Science Platform University Colleges 
(DOSP)

• Flemish Research Portal (FRIS)

• Generic Namespace Object Identifier (GNOI)

• OAI-PMH for CERIF

• Version Control for metadata

• SQLITE
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Brocade-CRIS

• Brocade = Library Management Software since 1998

• 2012 : Dspace replaced by Brocade-IR

• 2017 : first CRIS additions (projects, research groups)

• 2023 : full CRIS functionality
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University of Antwerp

• Brocade repository module

• For scientific output

• Integrated with entities from Antigoon Research 
Database (Organizational Chart, Projects, Persons)

• Transferred to FRIS

• CERIF as exchange format for FRIS and University of 
Antwerp electronic curriculum

• https://repository.uantwerpen.be
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Linkable Object Identifier (LOI)

• LOI = prefix:set:number

• Prefix (c, or, pr, if, …) = type of record

• Set = name of database (irua, kmska, ap, …)

• Record number
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Generic Namespace Object Identifier (GNOI)

• LOI-based concept

• Completely generic database design

• Highly configurable and extensible

• In CRIS context used for all entitities except research 
output

• Quality checks

• Version control

• SQLite export

• Cerif added as metadataformat to OAI-PMH server
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Royal Museum of Fine Arts

• Brocade – CRIS infrastucture

• IR

• Projects

• Contracts

• Funders

• Persons

• Organisations

• Ingest to FRIS in CERIF xml

• Quality checks
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Check procedures for research output
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Check for FRIS 
compliancy



Check procedures for GNOI entities

• Different levels (warning – error)

• Real-time error reporting
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Digital Open Science Platform (DOSP)

- Connection Brocade IR with DOSP platform of Flemish
University colleges

- Data transferred to DOSP in CERIF xml and according to
OAI-PMH protocol

- Data transferred from DOSP via SOAP API and stored in 
GNOI framework
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OAI-PMH for GNOI entities

https://dev.anet.be/oai/orua/?verb=ListRecords&metadata
Prefix=cerif&set=search:biology

https://dev.anet.be/oai/prkmska/?verb=ListRecords&metad
ataPrefix=cerif&set=search:ensor

https://dev.anet.be/oai/prkmska/?verb=ListRecords&metad
ataPrefix=cerif&set=search:rubens
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